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PRIVATE COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS SCHOOLS, 1924-25 

This report contains the statistics of 739 private commercial and 

business schools for 1924-25, and of 20 public commercial and 

business high schools for the same year. 

There has been a considerable decrease since 1920, both in the 

number of private schools reporting and in the enrollment. For 

that year 903 institutions had an enrollment of 336,032. For 1925 

the 739 schools had an enrollment of 188,363. While data for the 

two periods are not quite comparable, because of incomplete returns 

each time, the differences are no doubt representative of the whole 

group. The reduction in number of day pupils is about 40 per cent 

and in night pupils 51 per cent. In 1920 the enrollment in 258 schools 

was 100,682, and in 1925 the same schools enrolled 85,289, a decrease 

of 15 per cent. At least 275 schools reporting in 1920 have gone 

out of business since that time. About 375 new schools sent in a 

report in 1925. 

With the decrease in total enrollments, the enrollments in book¬ 

keeping, stenographic, combined bookkeeping and stenographic, 

accounting, wire telegraphic, and salesmanship courses have decreased 

also, the rates of decrease ranging from 32 per cent to 61 per cent. 

The greatest decrease is in the number taking wireless telegraphy, 

67 per cent. There is an increase of 3 per cent since 1920 in the 

number enrolled in secretarial courses. 

The 20 public commercial and business high schools enrolled 

35,120 pupils. In bookkeeping courses 12,535 were enrolled; 16,004 

in stenographic courses; 10,771 in combined courses; 969 in account¬ 

ing courses; 1,670 in secretarial courses; 1,015 in salesmanship 

courses; 284 in courses of business administration; and 1,726 in 

courses of instruction in the operation of computing and bookkeeping 

machines. Other public and private high schools offer commercial 

subjects, and still others have commercial departments. In 1924 

a total of 3,742 public high schools had 430,975 enrolled in com¬ 

mercial courses, and 740 private high schools enrolled 11,941 in 

commercial courses. In 1916 the enrollment in commercial courses 

in 2,844 public high schools was 243,185, and in 1918 it was 278,275 

in 2,953 such schools. The reduction in the number enrolled in 

private commercial and business schools can be accounted for partly 

by this increase in enrollment in commercial courses in high schools. 

Data concerning the 20 public commercial and business high schools 

are given in Tables 10 and 11 of this bulletin. 

An attempt was made to find out what the private commercial 

and business schools were doing toward the training of teachers for 

commercial subjects. Of the schools reporting, 85 were offering 

1 
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teacher-training courses and 346 men and 1,488 women were enrolled. 

Entrance requirements for teacher-training courses and length of 

course were reported for 81 schools. Of these schools, 5 have no 

entrance requirements, 6 require a common-school education, 

69 require high-school graduation, and 1 offers courses only to 

college graduates. The average length of course is about 12 months. 

Of the 69 schools requiring high-school graduation for entrance, 

27 have a course of less than 9 months, 23 have from 9 to 16 months, 

17 have 17 to 24 months, and 2 have 4-year courses. 

Machine-operating courses were pursued by 9,163 students in 

private commercial and business schools. These machines include 

those for computing, tabulating, posting, bookkeeping, duplicating, 

dictaphone work, addressing work, and for shorthand. 

A distribution of students by courses, and classified by sex and 

State, is given in Tables 6 and 7, and enrollments by subject in Table 

8. Table 9 gives certain details concerning the schools that reported 

in 1925. 

Table 2 gives the entrance requirements for eight of the principal 

courses offered by private commercial and business schools. In each 

course there is a large number of schools with no specified educa¬ 

tional requirements for entrance. The typical school requires its 

students to have completed the work of the elementary school course, 

and a number of schools require high-school graduation for entrance 

to each course. In Table 3 is a distribution of schools according to the 

amount of time required to complete the bookkeeping, stenographic, 

and combined courses. The average time in the day courses required 

to complete a bookkeeping course is 8 months, about 8 months for 

the stenographic course, and 12 months for bpth courses combined. 

In the night courses it takes 14 months to complete the separate 

courses and 22 months to complete the combined courses. 

The data in Table 2 indicate that 109 schools have no entrance 

requirements for the stenographic course, while 394 require graduation 

from the common schools, 8 require one year of high school, 9 require 

two years, and 58 require graduation from high school. One school 

requires one year of college for entrance to the course in salesman¬ 

ship, while 69 schools permit students who have graduated from an 

elementary school to enroll for the course. Other phases of the 

table reveal a wide variation in practices regarding entrance 

requirements. 

Table 3 reveals fully as wide a range of practices regarding the 

number of months required for graduation from the day and from the 

night courses. Two schools require only 2 months for graduation 

from the bookkeeping course, while two other schools require 30 

months; one requires 2 months for graduation from the stenographic 

course, while another requires 30 months. One school requires only 
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3 months to graduate from the combined stenographic and book¬ 

keeping course, while two schools require 30 months, or a period of 

time 10 times the length of the former. 
The following tabulation is made so that the 446 schools shown 

in Table 2 as having no educational requirements may be compared 

with a like number requiring high-school graduation for entrance in 

the matter of length of course after entrance. 

Number of months in the course 

Under 9 months 9 to 16 months 17 to 24 months 
25 to 32 
months 

Course 
High 
school 

None 
High | 
school 

None 
High 
school 

None 
High 
school 

Bookkeeping -- - - 22 71 10 35 1 1 1 

QtpnnPTftDhifi _ 43 80 12 28 2 1 1 
o lciiug,i - 
^ Qmbined_____ 13 17 30 62 2 5 1 

Accountancy__ 32 12 41 11 25 0 2 
0 

Secretarial__ _ ___ 48 17 61 27 4 1 

S alesmanship_ 21 27 
20 

5 2 0 1 

Business administration __ 25 7 5 9 0 0 

Machine operation_ 8 25 1 8 0 0 0 

Total_ 212 256 182 181 45 8 6 

One school with no entrance requirements has a combined course 

of from 25 to 32 weeks, and one requiring high-school graduation for 

entrance has a secretarial course of more than 33 weeks in length. 

The average length of course for those requiring high-school gradua¬ 

tion for entrance is a little over 10 months, while for those having no 

entrance requirements it is a little less than 9 months. 

Table 1.—Summary of statistics of all 'private commercial and business schools 
reporting, 1900 to 1925 

Items 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 

Schools reporting- 373 525 541 843 902 739 

Instructors: 
1,413 

699 
2,016 
1, 260 

1,736 
1,200 

2,396 
1,913 

2,976 
3,189 

1,910 
2,195 

W omen_ 

Total--- 2,112 3,276 2,936 4,309 6,165 4,105 

Students, day and night schools: 
58,396 
33,153 

84,621 
61,465 

72,887 
61, 891 

94,870 
88,416 

139, 551 
196, 481 

68,247 
120,116 

W’ omen_ 

Total_ 91, 549 146,086 134, 778 183,286 336,032 188, 363 

Students in day schools- 
Students in night schools- 

70,978 
16,094 

113, 255 
34,205 

100, 746 
34,032 

130, 431 
52, 855 

214,606 ! 
121,426 

129,283 
59, 080 

Average attendance, day schools_ 46,534 
15, 676 

44,290 
14, 593 

60,894 
22, 670 

103,388 
61,274 

62,146 
27, 032 

Total average daily attendance- 62, 210 58,883 83,564 164,662 89,178 

Enrollment in schools reporting average attendance 
316, 647 

52 

106,852 
126,055 
53,430 
2,804 
2,384 

1 11,889 
| 23,073 

15,167 

173,471 
51 

41,717 
71,173 
31,669 

1,403 
779 

6,661 
23, 832 
10,233 

Enrollment by courses: 
Bookkeeping course.- 
Stenographic course--- 

50,382 
34,505 

72,804 
65, 370 

47,703 
44. 868 
17,720 

! 2,094 

60,801 
72,362 
38, 291 
3,059 

Telegraphic (wire) course- 1,319 1 3,923 
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Table 2.—Entrance requirements of private commercial and business schools, 
according to course of study 

Course 

No en¬ 
trance 

require¬ 
ment 

Com¬ 
pletion 
of sixth 
grade 

Com¬ 
mon- 
school 
grad¬ 
uate 

One 
year of 
high 

school 

Two 
years of 

high 
school 

High- 
school 
grad¬ 
uate 

One 
year of 
college 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Bookkeeping__ 107 1 385 6 9 34 
Stenographic_... 109 1 394 8 9 58 
Combined. _ 85 306 5 5 46 
Accountancy_ 23 71 2 100 
Secretarial..____ 45 1 148 1 6 114 
Salesmanship . 32 1 3 31 1 
Business administration_ 12 29 1 54 
Machine operating_ 33 75 3 9 

Total___ 446 3 1,477 21 38 446 1 

Table 3.—Distribution of private commercial schools according to number of months 
required for graduation, 192^-25 

Schools offering day courses Schools offering night courses 

Months required for graduation 
Book¬ 

keeping 
Steno¬ 

graphic 
Com¬ 
bined 

Book¬ 
keeping 

Steno¬ 
graphic 

Com¬ 
bined 

* 2 3 4 5 6 7 

2 2 1 1 
3...__ 10 15 1 
4 _ _ 24 15 1 5 3 
5 25 22 6 2 6 
6___ 119 134 12 13 9 3 
7_ 52 61 6 7 6 1 
8. ______ _ 99 116 21 19 20 1 
9_ 76 64 32 13 12 4 
10_ 64 40 58 25 31 4 
11_ 2 4 1 2 2 
12_ 27 11 132 93 90 19 
13_ 1 1 5 
14. 2 23 15 13 7 
15_ 4 4 38 21 24 11 
16_ 9 17 15 5 
17_ 1 2 1 
is_ 8 6 26 41 38 22 
20_ 5 5 10 21 16 18 
22_ 1 1 
24_ _ 1 1 5 25 20 58 
25. 2 
26. 1 
27_ 4 2 3 
28. . 1 1 4 
30. 2 1 2 1 17 
32 1 
34 1 
36 1 9 
40 4 
48 4 

Total...__ 523 497 393 327 310 202 
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Table 4.—Instructors, students, and attendance in all private commercial and 
business schools reporting in 1924.-25 

Instructors Students enrolled Enroll¬ 
ment 

State 
Schools 
report¬ 

ing 
Men W omen Total Men Women Total 

Aver¬ 
age 

daily 
attend¬ 

ance 

in 
schools 
report¬ 

ing 
aver¬ 
age 

daily 
attend¬ 
ance 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Continental United States. 739 1,910 2,195 4,105 68,247 120,116 188,363 89,178 173,471 

Alabama_ 8 15 16 31 477 1,122 1,599 596 1,599 
Arizona...... 4 3 9 12 131 457 588 203 531 
Arkansas....... 7 9 9 18 311 656 967 458 967 
California... 45 102 135 237 3,720 7,574 11,294 4,490 10,885 
Colorado.... 13 62 53 115 1,958 2,903 4,861 1,599 4,002 

Connecticut___ 20 69 68 137 1,590 2,878 4,468 2,558 3,987 
Delaware.... 2 7 3 10 45 81 126 57 126 
District of Columbia_ 4 51 30 81 1,852 1,127 2,979 1,751 2,984 
Florida__ _ 8 11 16 27 929 1,423 2,352 678 2,352 
Georgia__ 8 ' 20 21 41 987 1,268 2,255 1,064 2,255 

Idaho.. 3 3 5 8 95 191 286 193 286 
Illinois.. 57 158 177 335 7,555 10, 739 18,294 6,773 13,841 
Indiana__ 31 60 68 128 2,645 4,458 7,103 3,028 6,836 
Iowa___ 22 47 67 114 1,978 3,133 5,111 2,465 4,877 
Kansas.... 18 33 53 86 1, 780 2,848 4,628 1,469 3,452 

Kentucky.... 13 29 44 73 1,187 2,018 3,205 1,743 3,205 
Louisiana. ..... 9 23 33 56 1,770 1,484 3,254 1,460 3,200 
Maine____ 8 7 24 31 170 537 707 378 614 
Maryland__ 5 58 12 70 843 454 1, 297 447 703 
Massachusetts.... 29 100 116 216 2,406 4, 585 6,991 4,361 6,991 

Michigan.. 16 33 24 57 1,106 1,935 3,041 1,492 3, 041 
Minnesota.. 17 44 53 97 1,950 2,883 4,833 2,673 4,732 
Mississippi.. 6 7 9 16 135 277 412 182 412 
Missouri.. 16 70 61 131 3,120 4, 456 7,576 3,580 7,361 
Montana..... 6 16 13 29 852 1, 329 2,181 782 2,181 

Nebraska.... 9 21 27 48 570 1,047 1,617 999 1,617 
New Hampshire.. 2 4 8 12 113 132 245 185 245 
New Jersey_ 23 54 65 119 1,654 4,046 5,700 2,888 5,462 
New Mexico.... 2 4 5 9 123 355 478 115 297 
New York.. 83 191 311 502 5,218 15, 522 20,740 11,064 19,337 

North Carolina.. 5 5 8 13 157 403 560 296 560 
North Dakota.... 4 4 4 8 74 160 234 66 153 
Ohio.. ... 44 136 124 260 4,125 8, 343 12,468 6,212 11,140 
Oklahoma___ 16 33 36 69 1,761 3, 225 4,986 2,086 4,986 
Oregon___ 6 13 23 36 695 1,902 2,597 1,095 2,597 

Pennsylvania ___ 53 162 183 345 5,030 9,062 14,092 8,909 13,962 
Rhode Island_ 7 15 23 38 244 557 801 455 623 
South Carolina_ 6 2 10 12 137 331 468 256 468 
South Dakota_ 4 7 12 19 426 560 986 438 986 
Tennessee___ 15 22 28 50 622 1,622 2,244 1,229 2,244 

Texas_ 30 59 77 136 3,157 4, 348 7,505 2,961 6,780 
Utah___ 3 10 13 23 395 1,004 1,399 143 384 
Virginia.... 8 16 16 32 548 916 1,464 723 1,354 
Washington.... 15 58 40 98 1,960 2,730 4,690 1,553 4,633 
West Virginia. .. 12 22 26 48 691 1,313 2,004 1,177 1,761 

Wisconsin__ 16 34 36 70 932 1,689 2,621 1,813 2,406 
Wyoming. ____ 1 1 1 2 23 83 56 35 56 

Outlying possessions 

Hawaii. 3 13 5 18 205 117 322 195 322 
Philippine Islands_ .. 5 19 6 25 1,281 322 1,603 1,334 1,593 
Porto Rico___ 7 10 11 21 254 297 551 381 402 
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Table 5.—Students in day and night courses and average daily attendance in all 
'private commercial and business schools reporting in 192^-25 

Day courses Night courses Average daily 
attendance 

State 

bio 
.3 

Students bD 
.9 
"■3 

Students 
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 r
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2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Continental United States_ 721 41,870 87,413 129,283 589 26,377 32,703 59,080 663 62,146 538 27,032 

Alabama.... 8 337 936 1,273 7 140 186 326 8 491 7 105 
Arizona.__ 4 106 411 517 3 25 46 71 3 176 2 27 
Arkansas.. 7 264 602 866 3 47 54 101 7 405 3 53 
California.__ 44 2,172 5,877 8,049 38 1,548 1,697 3, 245 42 3,354 36 1,136 
Colorado_ 13 936 2,182 3,118 13 1,022 721 1,743 11 1,115 11 484 

Connecticut... 19 493 1,424 1,917 19 1,097 1,454 2,551 19 1, 292 18 1,266 
Delaware..__ 2 15 43 58 2 30 38 68 2 27 2 30 
District of Columbia... 4 339 609 948 3 1,513 518 2,031 4 433 3 1, 318 
Florida...... 8 545 

088 
1,633 8 384 335 719 8 524 8 154 

Georgia.... 8 841 1,929 6 146 180 326 8 897 6 167 

Idaho.____ 3 74 152 226 3 21 39 60 3 148 3 45 
Illinois..... 55 4, 262 6,862 11,124 50 3,293 

684 
3,877 7,170 37 4,332 34 2,441 

Indiana_ 31 1,961 3, 528 5,489 27 930 1,614 30 2,385 24 643 
Iowa_ 22 1,683 2,660 4,343 14 295 473 768 20 2,175 12 290 
Kansas_ 18 1,577 2,535 4,112 10 203 313 516 17 1,301 9 168 

Kentucky.... 11 1,020 1,697 2,717 10 167 321 488 11 1,479 10 264 
Louisiana_ 9 806 1,175 

505 
1,981 8 964 309 1,273 8 905 7 555 

Maine_ 8 154 659 3 16 32 48 7 356 3 22 
Maryland _ 5 191 260 451 5 652 194 846 4 227 4 220 
Massachusetts_ 29 1,263 2,841 4,104 25 1,143 1,744 2,887 29 2,565 25 1,796 

Michigan.... 16 515 1, 403 
2,204 

1,918 12 591 532 1,123 16 1,081 12 411 
Minnesota_ 17 1,484 3, 688 12 466 679 1,145 16 2,048 11 625 
Mississippi_ 5 92 237 329 5 43 40 83 5 129 5 53 
Missouri_ 15 2,409 3, 744 

1,050 
6,153 11 711 712 1,423 14 2,690 10 890 

Montana___ 6 470 1,520 6 382 279 661 6 529 6 253 

Nebraska..... 9 487 902 1,389 6 83 145 228 9 871 6 128 
New Hampshire_ 2 56 74 130 2 57 58 115 2 108 2 77 
New Jersey_ 21 600 2,237 2,837 23 1,054 1,809 2,863 20 1,487 20 1,401 
New Mexico__ 2 80 254 334 2 43 101 144 1 75 1 40 
New York_ 80 2,904 10, 824 13,728 66 2,314 4,698 7,012 73 7,426 63 3,638 

North Carolina___ 5 128 360 488 4 29 43 72 5 268 4 28 
North Dakota.._ 4 72 137 209 1 2 23 25 3 56 1 10 
Ohio____ 43 2,151 

1,539 
5, 697 7,848 | 39 1,974 2,646 4,620 39 4,232 36 1,980 

Oklahoma_ 16 2,823 4,362 i 10 ' 222 402 624 16 1,831 10 255 
Oregon..'_ 6 420 1, 367 1, 787 6 275 535 810 6 718 6 377 

Pennsylvania_ 51 2, 657 5,536 8,193 46 2,373 3, 526 5,899 50 5,313 45 3,596 
Rhode Island_ 7 75 306 381 K 169 251 420 5 223 4 232 
South Carolina_ 6 90 238 328 4 47 93 140 6 172 4 84 
South Dakota__ 4 417 542 959 2 9 18 27 4 422 2 16 
Tennessee_ 14 507 1, 373 1,880 10 115 249 364 14 1,032 10 197 

Texas..... 30 2,633 3, 628 
660 

6,261 19 524 720 1,244 26 2,497 16 464 
Utah.____ 3 197 857 3 198 344 542 2 92 2 51 
Virginia ___ 8 467 806 1,273 4 81 110 191 6 611 4 112 
Washington___ ._ 14 1,099 2,150 

916 
3,249 13 861 580 1,441 14 1,137 12 416 

West Virginia___ 12 467 1,383 10 224 397 621 11 938 8 239 

Wisconsin___* _ 16 805 1,452 2,257 10 127 237 364 15 1,553 10 260 
Wyoming.___ 1 10 18 28 1 13 15 28 1 20 1 15 

Outlying possessions 

Hawaii___ 2 2G 113 139 2 179 4 183 2 133 2 62 
Philippine Islands .. .. 5 917 248 1,165 3 364 74 438 4 939 3 395 
Porto Rico .. _ 7 173 237 410 7 81 60 141 5 264 5 117 
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Table S.—Total number of students pursuing certain subjects in private commercial 
and business schools in 192^-25 

State 
Schools 
report¬ 

ing 

Adver¬ 
tising 

Bank¬ 
ing 

Busi¬ 
ness 

admin¬ 
istra¬ 
tion 

Com¬ 
mer¬ 
cial 

arith¬ 
metic 

Com¬ 
mer¬ 
cial 

geogra¬ 
phy 

Com¬ 
mer¬ 
cial 
law 

Eng¬ 
lish 

Ma¬ 
chine 

operat¬ 
ing 

Office 
prac¬ 
tice 

» 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Continental United States. 453 5,368 14,220 9,034 40,155 4,415 36,208 70,022 15, 270 39,897 

6 195 185 455 6 285 746 160 474 
4 35 9 247 118 69 469 248 124 
3 14 40 100 103 103 40 85 

California- 22 200 375 338 1,168 111 980 2,538 191 1,051 
9 204 228 1,869 1,430 2,413 2,454 189 2,448 

Connecticut ... 12 35 269 100 1,122 35 466 1,847 375 1,346 
1 8 24 6 4 

District of Columbia_ 4 5 127 35 335 1,022 450 
6 390 1 667 585 1,069 4 232 
6 3 470 859 728 1,944 217 1,073 

2 5 7 71 33 40 39 9 81 
Illinois. _ 27 74 409 521 1,942 3 1,558 3,890 468 1,434 
Indiana_ 18 385 180 66 2,222 161 1,880 4,100 238 2,372 

14 33 210 383 1,653 1,363 2,496 838 1,125 
8 122 625 68 940 854 1,525 155 1,166 

Kentucky_ ... 12 6 732 142 1,435 119 1,314 2,474 391 1,779 
Louisiana _ 3 825 876 878 1,344 1,159 908 
Maine_...__ 6 18 78 18 239 30 154 367 82 220 
Maryland _ __ 4 28 107 113 95 371 204 269 
Massachusetts _ 21 468 472 327 2,711 1,397 2,300 2,452 951 1,353 

Michigan _ 15 73 112 239 698 17 381 1,828 87 537 
Minnesota ... _ 11 154 131 55 500 285 612 383 333 
Mississippi___ 4 45 65 61 68 95 95 95 
Missouri. _ 14 2,180 3,027 165 3,020 2,916 5,001 884 1,877 
Montana_ 3 52 311 161 515 569 180 

Nebraska_ 7 3 220 22 560 87 723 1,080 204 408 
New Jersey_ 6 10 16 247 221 409 14 175 
New Mexico_ 1 1 7 90 145 3 
New York_ 50 544 1,078 571 4,408 474 4,255 7,833 2,052 5,676 
North Carolina . _ 5 16 15 183 169 526 17 60 

North Dakota_ 3 10 8 92 56 162. 62 47 
Ohio___ 29 101 856 1,267 2,776 101 2,785 4,410 1,078 2,557 
Oklahoma_ 8 97 272 94 444 16 462 802 141 600 
Oregon __ 4 60 44 35 141 91 257 91 212 
Pennsylvania _ 36 183 1,816 1,523 3,901 1,591 3,689 6,684 1,129 4,237 

Rhode Island_ 4 90 71 120 269 115 
South Carolina ... 4 2 102 99 112 103 
South Dakota_ 1 3 48 56 62 42 36 
Tennessee.. _ . 9 37 122 89 463 319 1,167 279 968 
Texas___ 19 150 342 389 2,011 82 1,477 2,869 632 1,521 

Utah_ 2 138 63 657 966 270 
Virginia_ 4 58 96 296 139 308 46 103 
Washington 10 11 286 232 381 446 1,394 454 869 
West Virginia 9 52 120 688 32 495 1,077 508 
Wisconsin_ 7 13 25 261 242 474 117 416 

Outlying possessions 

Hawaii_ _ . 2 2 11 30 163 6 
Philippine Islands 3 40 ,15 92 
Porto Rico. __ . 1 3 21 
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20 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1924-1926 
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